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Friday, ‘June §.. 1733 


ter, and the Extre@ following, to any thing elie 
which I could poffioly infert. 


SIR, Cambridge, May 31, 

¢ y OU: having been pleafed to sake Notice of 
* what you conceived excellent in fome of 

‘our Exglifo Bivines, l have here prefumed to fend 
‘a Specimen, which, if 1 am_not miftaken, may, 
© for Acutenefs of Judgment, Ornament of Speech, 
* and true Sublime, compare with any of the chuiceft 
* ‘Writings of the Ancient Fathers or Do€tors of the 
* Church, who lived neareft to the Apoftles Times. 
‘ The Subjee& it no Jefs than that of God himfelf; 
‘ and the Defign, befides doing (ome Honour to our 
* own Nation, is to thew, by a freth Example, to 
* what a-height and ftrength of Thought a Perfon, 
who appears not to be by Nature ‘endowed with 
‘the quickeft Parts, may arrive through a fincere 
“and {teddy Praétice of the Chriftian Religion, I 
* mean, as taught and adminiftred in the Church of 
* England: Which will, at.the fame time, prove 
¢ that the Force of Spiritual Affiftance fs not at all 
* abated by Length af Time, or the Inigvity of Man- 
“Kind; but that if Men. Were not wanting to them- 
* felves, and (us our excellent Author {peaks) could 
* but be perfwaded t6 conform to ovr Church's 
* Roles, they might fit] live. as the Primitive Chrir 
' ftians did, and come fhort of ‘none of thofe emi - 
‘nent Saints for Virtue aud Holioefs. The.Aa- 
* thor from whom this Colle@ion is made, is Bithop 
‘ Beveridge, Vole2. Sern. t. 


Philotheus. 


I Will make no Apology for preferring this Let. 


In treating upon that Paffaye inthe Book of Exo- 
dus, where Mojes being ordered to lead the Children 
of Ifrael out of Egypt, he asked God what Name he 

rfhould mention Him ‘by to that People, ‘in order to 
difpofe them to obey Him; and GOD anfwer'd 
1 Am that I Am ; ond bad him teltthem, 1 Aim bath 
fent me nite you: The admirable, Apthor thas Dif- 
courfes; ‘GO D having been pleated co. reveal 
* himfelf to us under this. Name or Title, J) Am tbat 
‘1 Am, He thereby fuggefis to us, that He would 
* not have us apprehend of Him, as of any particu- 
* lar or limited Being, but as a Being tm general,’ or 
* she’ Being of all Being, who giveth Besng. to, and 
‘ therefore exercifeth Authority over all things in 
‘the World He did not anfwer Mofes, Tam the 
“Great, the a the True, the Everlsiting God; 
* He did nos fay, Lam the Almighty Creator, Pree 
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* ferver and Governor of the whole World; bat 7 
* Am that { Am: \ntimating, that if Mofes defired 
* fuch a’ Name of God as might fully defcsibe His 
$ Nature ay in it felf, that isathing impoffidle,tbere 
* being no Words co be found in any Language, where- 
‘ 7 to exprefs the Glory of an Infinite Being, efpeci- 
* ally fo, as that finite Creatures fhou’d be able fully to 
© conceiveit. Yet, however, inthefe Words He is 
* pleafed to acquaint us what kind of Thoughts He 
* would have us entertait of him: Informuch, that 
* could we but rightly apprehend what is couched ua- 
* der and ittended by them, we thould doubtlefs have 
* ashigh andtrue Conceptions of God as itis post ¢ 
* for Cheatares ohare The Anifwer given {uggel}s 
farthey to -us tiefe following Nations of the moft 

ig God, {. Fish that he is. ewe Being, cxifting i 


« 6 CS 
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andy Eon if: His Vaity ts implica in tier, he faith, 
‘J; td Exiftexceio thar helah, ime his Exiflence 


© ja and of Himjelf;“tn that he faith, J 4m that 1 Am, 
% chatis, am ip aud of my Self, hot receiving an: 

© thing from Rog depending upon any other— ’. 
* The fame Expre ion. ithplies that'as G O D ssonly 
* One, fo that He is a soft pure and fimple Being ; 
¢ for here, ‘we fee, He admits nothing into the Ma- 
+ -nifeftation_of Himlelt bbe pare E/ence, faying, £ 
Am. that 1-Am, that 1s, Being jefeif, without any 
© Mixgare or Coiripotition, Aud therefore we mult 
“aot cgnceive of GOD, as msde up of feveral 
* Parts or Facolties, or. Ingredients, but only as 
© Owe whois that He is, and whastforver is in Himis 
* Himfelf: And although we read of feveral Proper- 


* ties. attributed co him ig Scripiwre, as Wifdem, 


© Goodnefi, Fuftice, Ec. we muft not apprehend 
s vs sa be ea Powets, Habits, or Qualities, 
¢ as they are in ps; for as they are in GO D, they 
* are neither diftinguifhed from one another, nor 
* from His Nature, or Efferce,in whom they are faid 
‘to be. In whom, I fay, they are faid to be: For, 
‘ to fpeak properly, they are not ix Aim, but arehis 
¢ very. Effence, or Nature it felf; which sin; feve- 
© sally upon feveral Objedts, fees ty.usto act from 
© feveral Properties or PerfeGions in Him , whereas 
* all the Difference is only in‘ nur, different Appre- 
* henfions of the fame thing. GOD in Himbelf is 
‘a moft fimple and pure Ad, and therefore cafipot 
* have anything in Him but what is thot moff fimpic 
* aud pure Adé it felf; which Seeing it bringert, 
© ypon every Creature what it deferves, We con- 
© ceive of it as of feveral Divine Perfedtions ‘in the 
© fae Almighty Bing, Whereass GOD, whofe 
© Undrftanding is infinite as Hi-vfelf, doth not sp- 


* pechcad Hitnfelf onder the diftin&® Notions. of 
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= Having thug effered : fomethitig to war 
2 Explicaio ob 8 ft thefe Myfteriour® 







Ph ifdaus, Or Goodnefs, ot Fujtice, or the like, but 

Me Nolosehs Kit cece in this place, He 
th noe'fay, [ani Wife, ot “Fuff; or Good, but 
, I Amthat I Am. - 
2 ; the 
jings 
in the Anfwer God madt-to s, when HE de 
figned to encourage him to lead His People out of 
Egypt, he proceeds t6 confider the other, whereby 
GOD calls Himfelf abfolutely 7 4. Concern- 
ing which he takes Notice, ‘ 
* be commonly a Verb of the ficft Perfon, yet it is 


© hee asd as-a Noun Subftanive, or proper Name,’ 


* abd is the Noutinativé Cafe ‘to another Verb of 
© the third Perfon, in thefe Words, £ Am bath fent 
© me unto-you. A ftrange Expreffion! But when 
© GOD fpeaks of Himfelf, He cannot be confined 
* to Grammar Rules, being infinitely abuveand be- 
* yond the reach of all Languages in the World. 
© And therefore it is no Wonder, that when He 
* would reveal Himfelf, He goes out of our com- 
‘ mon way of {peaking one to another, and ex- 
© preffeth Himfelf in a way peculiar.co Himfelf, 
* and fach as is fuitable and proper to his.own Ne- 
* tute and Glory, ‘ saa 

’ ¢ Hence therefore,. os when He {peaks of Him- 
¢ felf aiid his own eférual Effence, He faith, I am 
* that I am; fo when he {peaks of Himfelf, with 
* Reference to his Greatures, and efpecially ta His 
* People, He faith, JA#m. He doth not fay, f am 
* sheir Light, their Life, their Guide, their Sireagth 
* or Tower, but only J Am: He fets_as it werehis 
¢ Hand tq a Blank, that fis Pecple may write un- 
* der it what ‘they pleafé that is good for them. As 
¢ if He thould fay, Are they weak? I gin Strengeh, 
« Are they poor? I am Ric fee te Trouble? 
© I ain Comfort, Are they fick? Fai Hea bi Are 
¢ Whey dying? Fai Lf Have trating? {a 
© ull Things. Tam W4 pier? ifr, Tam ce 
. aad Marg, - Grae ac ot Oe fs, Lam Gh , 
* Beauty, nefs, Emitency, Superenunency, Per- 
. fedlon, All-fafficiency, E rwlt P yebovab I Am, 
‘6 Whatfoever 1s fuitable to t@tir 
* ent for them in théir fevers Condit: at TAm: 
* Whatfoever is amiable’ th st felf, or defirable unto 
‘ them, that Abas 4 _ “r tt he oly, 
* whatfoever is great or pleafant, : ever. is gO 

* or needfulto make j br that I Am. ‘ <, 
-* in thort, GOD bee rope ents Himfelf unto us, as 
“an Oxiverfal Good,-and leaves‘ us to make the Ap- 
« plication’ of If"to. dur fetves, accurding to our 
© feveral’ Wants,”Capacities, and Defires, by faying 
¢ only in aeacee ail Salle ita 

‘Again, Pag. 23: he thus difcourfes; *-There is 

¢ mpre folid’ Joyand Comfort, more real Delight 
* and Satisfation, Of Mind, in one-fingle Thought 
+ af GOD, rightly formed, than all the'Riches, and 
« Honoats, and Pleafures of this World, put thém 
+ dit together, are able to afford — Let us then call 
© i 'for all. our ‘{eattered Thoughts from all things 
“here below, and faife'them up, and wiite them all 
© to the moft. High GOD; apprehending Him un- 
* dep the idea, Image, or Likenefs of any thing 
© elfe, but’ as infinitely greater and higher; and: be 
* ter than all ‘Things; as One exifting. ix and o 
© Punfelf, and giving Effence and Exiftence to al 
é Wot 
é 






chi js .in the Id befides Himfelf; as One fo 
Pare and Simple that there is nothing in Aim but 
Fiimjelf, bit Effence.and Being st felf; “as‘One 

ylnfinite and Omsipotest, that wherefbever any 
¢ thing elfe is in the whole World, there He ts, 


¢ and beyond the World, where nothing elfe if, 
* there all things are, becaufe Afe is there; as One 
* fo Wife, fo. Kuowing, to Omuifctext, that He. 
© ‘at this very-Moment, and always, fees what all 
tthe Angels @re doing in Heaven; what all the 
**"Fowls are doing in the Air; what all the Fithes 
~ ¢'gre doing inf the Waters ; what ‘all the Devils are 
¢ doing in Hell ; what all the Men and Beafts, and 
© the very Infe@ts, are doing upon Earth; as One 
© fo Powerful and Omnipotent, that He can do what. 


hat though J AA « foever He will, only by Watling it thould be done; 


* as One fo Great, fo Geod, fo Glorions, fo Imuta-, 
§ table, {0 Tranfcendent, fo Infisite.'{o Inconipre- 
© benfible, To Eternal, what thall | fay? fo Febovab, 
* thatthe more we think of Him, the more we ad- 
* mire Him, ‘the more we adore Hint, themore we 
* love Him, the more we may, and-ought; our 
© higheft Conceptions of Him being as much be- 
* neath Him, as our greateft Services come fhort of 
* what-we owe Him. z 
* © Seeing therefore we cannot think of God fo 
* highly as He is, let us think of Him as highly as 
‘ we can: And for that End-let us get above our 
© felves, and above the World, and raife up our 
© Thoughts higher and higher, and higher ftill; and 
© when we have got them ‘up as high as poffibly we 
* can,. let us apprehend a Beimg infinitely higher 
© than.the higheit of them; and then finding our 
‘ felves at a Lofs, amazed, confounded at fuch 
* ‘an infinite height of infinite Perfe@ions, let us fall 
‘ down in humble and hearty Defires to be freed 
6 from thefe dark Prifons a we dre now im- 
¢ mured, that we may take our Flight into Exernity, 
* andthere (thro’ the Merits of our ever-bleffed Savi- 
* our) fee this infinite Being Face so Face, and enjoy 
‘ Him for ever. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


_. Jaft Pablifh’d, the Fifth Edition of - 

‘44 ‘Poem, to bis Excellency she Lord Privy 
Seal, on the Profpe® of Peace.’ By Mr. Tickeib 
t+t The Sixth Edition of CATO @ Tragedy. Wrir 
tem by Mr. Addifon. Printed for F. Tonfon at 
Shakes ear’s Head over-againf? Catherine-fircet in the 
Strand. N,B. There is Sold a Pyrated Edition of 
this Play, wherein are mumberlfs grofs Faults and 
Several Scenes left out. 

Corretted by the Author, and Printed for $. Ionfon, 
bas «@ Head of Cato saken from an old Medat, Print- 
ed in the Title Page to diftinguifh it from that which 
is Spurious and Imperfe8. *,* In @ few Days will 
be Publifbed by F. Tonfon, A French Tranflation of 
the Tragedy of Cato. ye There. is now preparing ‘for 
she Prefs, a ColleBion of Original Poems and Tranfla- 
tions by the moft eminent ‘Fond 5,80 be Publifo’d by. 
Mr. Steele. Such Gentlemen therefore who are wil- 
ling to appear in this Mifrellany) are dejired to com- 
municate the fame, direBed to Facob Tonfon Bookfeller 
én the Strand. : 

Stotn or Strayed, May the 28th at Night, ont 
of #-Pafture in Hirgr.ve near Bury’ St. Edmonds is the Coury of 
Syfolk, two Browa bay Geldings near fifcoen Hands high, the ort , 
f-meching darker than the other, the darkeft n» white but Saddle 
Spots, @ Blemith in‘ his cfF Eye, ehe-orher 2 litcie wie’ on his 
Hee}, they have bork been rowel’d in che Bel'y, and th-ir Backs have 
been Jately hurr, Whoever fhall give Notice of them to his. Grice 
the Duke of Graftcn’s P: rer ar his-Gr.ce’s Houfe in St. James's, 
Or to Di shréuetr at-his Grace's fe in Livermere near Bury S. 

domnds, Mall, recéive, for theig Reward, five Guineas and reafus: -*’ 
able Charges, * 





ai This Day is Publified, i 
Verfes on the Peace by the Scholars of Croyden 

Schodl, Surry, Spoken in Pudlick, May 13, 17136, Printed. fur A, 

Baldwin ‘tt che | xford Arms in Warwick-lane, eae S 
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CDN PO. N:.. Printed” for’ J. 


Tonjon in the. Strand; and Sold by 


“4: Baldsbin in Warwick-Lane 5 where Advertifemeits are taken if. 1743.7 


The Edition Publifoed and — 
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